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METHODOLOGY 
 4,607 adult Afghans from across the nation  - 

Jul. 29-Aug. 4, 2010 
 

 Representative of total adult population (15+) 
 Age, gender (56% male), ethnicity (41% Pashtun, 35% Tajik, 9% Uzbek, 

9% Hazara, 6% Other), province, rural (77%), proportionally represented. 
 

 Multi-stage stratification selection of settlements 
based on probability proportionate to size (PPS) 
 Stratified by province, urban/rural, male/female, districts as PSUs 
 

 Random household selection (3rd street, nth house) 
 

 Kish grid respondent selection – no substitution allowed 
 

 +3% Margin of error (plus 1-2% “design effect”) 
 

 Fieldwork by local contractor – ACSOR 
 Questions/translations designed and checked by INR/OPN 
 Lead analysts Regina Faranda and S. Riane Harper (INR/OPN) 

farandard@state.gov ; harpersr@state.gov 
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AFGHANS SEE SITUATION FOR WOMEN 
IMPROVING 
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Improved Stayed the 
same 

Worsened 

Q: Compared to the situation a year ago, would you 
say the situation of women in Afghanistan has 
improved, worsened, or stayed the same? (%) 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 

Improved a lot 
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Worsened a lot 
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WOMEN’S EDUCATION VALUED 

 69% of Afghans think equal resources should be 
spent on boys’ and girls’ education. 
 

 Afghans say the most important benefits of a girl 
receiving an education are: 

 Our society is in need of girls’ education - 22%  
 They can help their families economically – 22% 
 They can become smart and intelligent – 17% 
 They will help the people of their country – 16% 

 
 

 
Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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AFGHANS SUPPORT WOMEN IN THE 
WORKPLACE 

36 

36 

27 

Work outside the 
home 

Stay home 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 

Q: Some people say that women should be allowed to work outside the 
home in female-only workplaces.  Other people say women should be 

allowed to work outside the home in mixed-gender workplaces.  Others say 
women should stay home and tend the household. Which view is closer to 

your own? (%) 

Female-only workplace 
Mixed-gender workplace 
Stay home 
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HEALTH CARE DECISIONS MADE BY MEN 

26 

61 

Female  Male 

Q: In your household, who 
generally makes the decision 
about whether a child is sick 

enough to go for treatment? (%) 

23 

57 

Female  Male 

Q: In your household, who 
generally makes the decision 
about whether you [women 

only] are sick enough to go for 
treatment? (%) 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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IN DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 1-IN-5 AFGHANS SAY 
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENTS APPROPRIATE 
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Disobeys husband Unfaithful to husband 

Q: According to you, personally, what 
punishment, if any, would be appropriate in the 

following situations? (%) 

No punishment 
Give advice 
Verbal punishment 
Physical punishment 
Deprivation 
Separation 
Don't know/refused 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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JUSTICE FOR WOMEN COMES FROM FAMILY 

49 
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25 

33 
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19 19 

If property is stolen 
from her 

If she is threatened or 
mistreated by a male 

relative 

Q: In the following situations, what person or group 
can a woman go to for help? (%) 

A member of her 
husband's family 

A member of her family 

Friends 

Mullah, tribal elder, or 
government official 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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SOUTHWEST AFGHANISTAN: 
PROGRESS IN QUESTION 

Helmand, Kandahar, and Zabul 

Southwest
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Zabul



SOUTHWESTERN AFGHANS SAY TALIBAN 
WAS BETTER FOR WOMEN 
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Better under 
Taliban 

Better today 

39 36 
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Better under 
Taliban 

Better today 

Men Women 

Q: Some say the situation of women in our country was better under the 
Taliban because then women knew what was expected of them.  Others 

say the position of women is better today because women have more 
freedom to succeed.  Which is closer to your view? (%) 

Taliban better - strongly 
Taliban better - somewhat 

Today better - strongly 
Today better - somewhat 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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WOMEN AND MEN DIVERGE ON IMPACT OF 
THE PAST YEAR 
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the same 

Improved 
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Worsened Stayed 
the same 
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Q: Compared to a year ago, would you say the situation of women in 
Afghanistan has improved, worsened, or stayed the same? (%) 

Men Women 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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GIRLS’ EDUCATION ENJOYS TENTATIVE 
SUPPORT IN SOUTHWEST AFGHANISTAN 

40 
53 

Boys' needs 
should be met 

first 

Equal resources 
for boys and 

girls 

35 

64 

Boys' needs 
should be met 

first 

Equal 
resources for 
boys and girls 

Q: Thinking about girls’ education, which view is closer to your own? (%) 

Men Women 

•35% of both men and women say the 
primary benefit of girls’ education is women 
becoming doctors, engineers, and teachers. 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 

For Official Use Only 



HALF OF SOUTHWESTERN MEN OPPOSE 
WOMEN WORKING OUTSIDE THE HOME 
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34 54 

Work outside 
the home 

Stay home 

33 

34 

34 

Work outside 
the home 

Stay home 

Men Women 

Q: Some people say that women should be allowed to work outside the 
home in female-only workplaces.  Other people say women should be 

allowed to work outside the home in mixed-gender workplaces.  Others say 
women should stay home and tend the household. Which view is closer to 

your own? (%) 
 

Mixed-gender workplaces Stay home Female-only workplaces 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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CONSENSUS ACROSS GENDER:  
MEN MAKE DECISIONS 

Q: In your household, who generally makes the following decisions? (%) 
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Buying clothes 
for you and 
your family 
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Whether a 
child is sick 
enough to go 
for treatment 
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Where your 
children 

should be 
schooled 
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should be 
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day 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 

For Official Use Only 



VIOLENCE SOCIALLY-ACCEPTABLE RESPONSE 
TO MARITAL ISSUES 
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Wife disobeys husband Unfaithful to husband 

Q: According to you, personally, what 
punishment, if any, would be appropriate in the 

following situations? (%) 

No punishment 
Give advice 
Verbal punishment 
Physical punishment 
Deprivation 
Separation 
Don't know/refused 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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JUSTICE FOR WOMEN COMES FROM FAMILY 
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from her 

If she is threatened or 
mistreated by a male 

relative 

Q: In the following situations, what person or group 
can a woman go to for help? (%) 

A member of her 
husband's family 

A member of her family 

Friends 

Mullah, tribal elder, or 
government official 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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WESTERN AFGHANISTAN: 
ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
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IN WESTERN AFGHANISTAN, FEW WOMEN 
LOOK BACK FONDLY ON TALIBAN TIMES 
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Men Women 

Q: Some say the situation of women in our country was better under the 
Taliban because then women knew what was expected of them.  Others 

say the position of women is better today because women have more 
freedom to succeed.  Which is closer to your view? (%) 

Taliban better - strongly 
Taliban better - somewhat 

Today better - strongly 
Today better - somewhat 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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SITUATION OF WOMEN STABLE OR 
IMPROVING  
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the same 
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Q: Compared to a year ago, would you say the situation of women in 
Afghanistan has improved, worsened, or stayed the same? (%) 

Men Women 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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WESTERN MEN NOT YET CONVINCED OF 
ALLOCATING EQUAL RESOURCES TO GIRLS’ 

EDUCATION 
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Q: Thinking about girls’ education, which view is closer to your own? (%) 

Men Women 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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MOST WESTERN AFGHANS SUPPORT 
WOMEN WORKING OUTSIDE THE HOME 
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Q: Some people say that women should be allowed to work outside the 
home in female-only workplaces.  Other people say women should be 

allowed to work outside the home in mixed-gender workplaces.  Others say 
women should stay home and tend the household. Which view is closer to 

your own? (%) 
 

Mixed-gender workplaces Stay home Female-only workplaces 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 



MEN MAKE DECISIONS… 
BUT WOMEN FEEL MORE AGENCY THAN MEN 

ACKNOWLEDGE 
Q: In your household, who generally makes the following decisions? (%) 
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children 
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Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 

Men Women 

43 
54 

Female  Male 

Buying clothes 
for you and 
your family 

23 

69 

Female  Male 

Where your 
children 

should be 
schooled 

For Official Use Only 



VIOLENCE SOCIALLY-ACCEPTABLE RESPONSE 
TO MARITAL ISSUES 
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Wife disobeys husband Unfaithful to husband 

Q: According to you, personally, what 
punishment, if any, would be appropriate in the 

following situations? (%) 

No punishment 
Give advice 
Verbal punishment 
Physical punishment 
Deprivation 
Separation 
Don't know/refused 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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WOMEN HAVE ACCESS TO JUSTICE OUTSIDE 
THE FAMILY 
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Q: In the following situations, what person or group 
can a woman go to for help? (%) 

A member of her 
husband's family 

A member of her family 

Friends 

Mullah, tribal elder, or 
government official 

Source: Office of Opinion Research survey, July-August 2010 
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